Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BELGRA 00453 20I734Z 

ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSC-OI CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-OI 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-0 1 PRS-OI SP-02 
SS-I5 USIA-06 ACDA-12 OMB-OI /073 W 

083643 2I0936Z/I0 

R20I625Z JAN 78 
PM AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4607 
INEO AMCONSUL ZAGREB 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
USMISSION USNATO 

CONPIDENTIAL BELGRADE 0453 

EO 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, YO 
SUBJECT: LEADERSHIP 

1. WEST GERMANS HERE HAVE PROM "VERY SENIOR YUGOSLAV 
SOURCE" (WHO WE UNDERSTAND WAS BAKARIC DURING HIS 
VISIT TO BONN THIS WEEK) POLLOWING COMMENTS ON LEADERSHIP. 

DOLANC WILL BECOME VICE CHAIRMAN OP THE PARTY AND THUS 
WILL BE PLACED TO SUCCEED TITO. DOLANC HAS BEEN PAYING 
SPECIAL ATTENTION TO HIS LINKS WITH THE ARMY AND THE ARMY'S 
ROLE WILL BE STRESSED. JURE BILIC WILL KEEP HIS 
PRESENT RESPONSIBILITIES BUT ADD THOSE OP KURTOVIC AS 
WELL. GRLICKOV WILL RETAIN HIS PRESENT POSITION. 

MIKULIC WILL BE BROUGHT PROM BOSNIA TO HEAD PARTY 
EXECUTIVE BODY BUT ONE REDUCED IN SIGNIPICANCE. THE 
PARTY PRESIDIUM WILL BE ABOUT HALE ITS PRESENT SIZE 
AND THE PROVINCES WILL GET EQUAL REPRESENTATION WITH THE 
REPUBLICS. KARDELJ AND BAKARIC WILL REMAIN AS LEADING 
MEMBERS OP THE PRESIDIUM. 
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2. MAJOR SIGNIPICANCE OP POREGOING IS OBVIOUSLY KEY ROLE 
POR DOLANC AND HIGHEST LEVEL INDICATION WE HAVE HAD TO 
DATE OP HIS POST-TITO PROSPECTS (PARTICULARLY INTERESTING 
AS BAKARIC HAS NOT ALWAYS SPOKEN WELL OP DOLANC). 

ALSO SIGNIPICANT THAT ARMY'S ROLE IS BEING UNDERLINED IN 
POLITICAL CONTEXT. SOVIET AND HUNGARIAN EMBASSY 
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COUNSELORS NOTED TO US THIS WEEK THAT DOLANC AND 
LJUBICIC ARE BEING ESPECIALLY EAVORED BY TITO, THAT DOLANC'S 
POSITION HAS BECOME VERY STRONG OE LATE, ALTHOUGH SOVIET 
OPINED THAT LJUBICIC WAS EVEN CLOSER TO TITO (THIS 
VIEW MAY BE DUE AS MUCH TO SOVIET DISLIKE OE DOLANCE AS TO 
THEIR OBJECTIVE VIEW OE SITUATION). AS CONGEN ZAGREB 
POINTED OUT IN ITS ANALYSIS OE SOLVENIAN CADRE DECISIONS (THE 
ONLY MAJOR ONES TO BE PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED THUS EAR), THERE IS 
SUBSTANTIAL STRESS ON CONTINUITY AS WELL AS WILLINGNESS TO 
OVERLOOK NECESSITY FOR ROTATION. 

3. ALSO MAY BE OE SIGNIFICANE KARDEL'S APPARENTLY 
NOT BEING NAMED TO VICE CHAIRMANSHIP. HE COULD OE 
COURSE STILL RECEIVE SPECIAL ROLE WITHIN THE STATE 
PREDIDENCY. BUT WE HAVE HEARD FROM WELL CONNECTED 
MACEDONIAN AND FROM EASTERN EUROPEAN DIPLOMATIC 
SOURCES THAT KARDELJ'S CANCER IS AGIN ACTING UP 

AND THAT HE IS IN VERY SERIOUS CONDITON. HE WAS PRESENT 
JANUARY 19 ATMAJOR PARTY MEETING IN IGALO BUT 
PAPERS NOTE THAT HE IS STILL "RECUPERATING ". 

4. WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INEORMATION AMEMASSY 

BONN MAY PICK UP ON BAKARIC DISCUSSION OF INTERNAL YUGOSLAV 
POLITICS WITH BRANDT, SCHMIDT OR OTHERS. 

EAGLEBURGER 
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